THE    FLOOD    TIDE    OF    VICTORY

had been able to spare a few Hurricanes for the re-equipment of
No. 3 South African Fighter Squadron in Kenya and for No. i
S.A.A.F Squadron in the Sudan. Used with intelligent discrimina-
tion these few Hurricanes on the two East African fronts were of
the greatest value as bogeys. Without them the old Wdlesleys,
J.U.86s, Hartebeestes, Battles and Lysanders could not have
operated freely. The pilots of the Italian C.R-42S or 8.795 were
never quite sure when they were going to be pounced upon by the
Hurricanes and were reluctant to interfere with our slow old
machines In consequence.

On the i ith February a fresh directive from the Chiefs-of-Staff
had arrived to the effect that the Defence Committee had decided
that It was essential to place ourselves In a position to send the
largest possible land and air forces from Africa In order to assist the
Greeks against the probable German attack through Bulgaria. It
was hoped that as soon as Kismayu was captured it would be
possible to send a South African division to Egypt.

As a result of this. No. 33 Hurricane Squadron and No. 37
Wellington Squadron were despatched to Greece3 but the two
Blenheim squadrons withdrawn from Libya needed a refit and
some rest after six weeks5 intensive operations before they could be
sent.

Signals continued to pass between Air Ministry and myself as
regards equipment. In one of them It was proposed to allot
sufficient Tomahawks to the Turks to equip and maintain two
squadrons, and asked for my views. In another I was Informed of
79 Blenheim IVs and 6 Glen Martins en route to TakoradI by sea
and of a further 19 Blenheim IVs and 10 Glen Martins at
TakoradL

In my reply I referred to the claims of Malta for the best
fighters that could be supplied and to the necessity of replacing
the Gladiators in the two highly trained and efficient squadrons
Nos. 80 and 112 before Greeks or Turks were provided with either
Hurricanes or Tomahawks. Further, that fighter cover for the long
sea convoy routes to Tobruk, Benghazi and Greece was required,
and concluded by drawing attention to the fact that continued
attacks by fighters from Dodecanese on Crete had necessitated a
flight of No. 33 Fighter Squadron being sent to Maleme.

About this time (February i6th) Admiral Cunningham raised
the question of a coastal group on the lines of Coastal Command at
home^ to be under the operational command of the Navy. He
could see very plainly that R.A.F. commitments in Middle East,